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Prelude            “Now Praise We Christ, The Holy One”         J.S. Bach 
 
Greetings and Announcements 
 
Hymn 109 vs. 1, 3, 5, 6 (1982) The First Nowell 
 
Officiant Behold, I bring you good news of a great joy, which 
will come to all the people; for unto you is born this day in the city 
of David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.      Luke 2:10, 11 
 
Confession 
 
Officiant       Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor 
 
Officiant and People together, all kneeling 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 



we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Absolution 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through 
the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the 
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 
The Invitatory and Psalter 
 
Officiant Lord, open our lips. 
People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia! 
 
 
Venite     Psalm 95:1-7 
 
Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 
    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 
    and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God, * 
    and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 
    and the heights of the hills are his also. 
The sea is his, for he made it, * 
    and his hands have molded the dry land. 
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 
    and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 



For he is our God, 
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 
    Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 
 
The Psalm Appointed 
 
Psalm 84:1-8  Quam dilecta! 
 
1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! * 
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord; 
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 
2 The sparrow has found her a house 
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * 
by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, 
my King and my God. 
3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 
they will always be praising you. 
4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 
5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of 
springs, * 
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 
6 They will climb from height to height, * 
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 
7 Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 
hearken, O God of Jacob. 
8 Behold our defender, O God; * 
and look upon the face of your Anointed. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia! 
 

The Lessons 
Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 



places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the 
world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us 
for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the 
good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he 
freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. I have heard of your faith in 
the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 
reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in 
my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you 
come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, 
you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what 
are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and 
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who 
believe. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 
15    The Song of Mary     Magnificat    Luke 1:46-55 
 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 
    for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
    the Almighty has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his Name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him * 
    in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
    he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
    and has lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
    and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
    for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
The promise he made to our fathers, * 



    to Abraham and his children for ever. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
 
Matthew 2:13-15,19-23 
After the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, 
and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is 
about to search for the child, to destroy him." Then Joseph got up, 
took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and 
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what 
had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, "Out of Egypt I 
have called my son." 
When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a 
dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, "Get up, take the child and his 
mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking 
the child's life are dead." Then Joseph got up, took the child and his 
mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that 
Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was 
afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went 
away to the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town 
called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the 
prophets might be fulfilled, "He will be called a Nazorean." 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 
Homily 
 
Hymn 247 (1982)   Lully, lullay 
 
The Apostles' Creed 
Officiant and People together,  
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  



    creator of heaven and earth;  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
        and born of the Virgin Mary.  
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
        was crucified, died, and was buried.  
    He descended to the dead.  
    On the third day he rose again.  
    He ascended into heaven,  
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
    the holy catholic Church,  
    the communion of saints,  
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body,  
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
The Prayers 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 
Officiant and People 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Suffrages A 
 
V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R.    And grant us your salvation. 
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R.    Let your people sing with joy. 
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.    For only in you can we live in safety. 
V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 



V.    Let your way be known upon earth; 
R.    Your saving health among all nations. 
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 
We pray especially this day for those who are sick or suffering: 
Maria, Zoma, Marilyn, Peter, Kevin, Kerri, Rich, Janet, Nancy, Frank, 
George, Caroline, Mary, and all whom we mention now either 
silently or aloud. 
 
We commend to you all who have died especially all whom we 
mention now either silently or aloud. 
 
The Officiant then says the following Collects 
 
O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully 
restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the 
divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your 
Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.     Amen. 
 
Hymn   He Shall Feed His Flock  
 Handel 
 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
Officiant and People 
 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord 
to make our common supplication to you; and you have promised 
through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered 
together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O 
Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in 
this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting.   Amen. 



 
 
Let us bless the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn    The Work of Christmas  Forrest 
 
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more 
than we can ask or imagine: Glory to God from generation to 
generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 
Amen.      Ephesians 3:20,21 
 
Postlude         “Come Christian Folk”            J.S. Bach 
 


